A CLARET-COLOURED CHAISE              163

chaise! That elegant equipage (which I began to regard as
little better than a claret-coloured ante-room to the hangman's
cart) coming presently to the cloor, I left my breakfast in the
middle and departed; posting to the north as diligently as my
cousin Alain was posting to the south, and putting my trust
(such as it was) in an opposite direction and equal speed.